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Seaport Village’s ‘Coastal
Christmas’

highlights good cheer and charitable giving in San Diego
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Loren Smith (aka Surfin’ Santa) posing with some ‘reindeer’ (Photo courtesy Seaport Village)
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By VICTORIA DAVIS | Downtown News

There are three things 66-year-old Loren Smith is an expert at: plucking the bass, strumming
his guitar, and playing the best vacationing Santa on the West Coast. Smith, a long-time San
Diego resident, has been Seaport Village’s white-bearded, Hawaiian shirt-wearing, board
shorts-sporting “Surfin’ Santa” for the last 14 years, attracting thousands of people at a time to
Holidays at Seaport Village each December.

“This is probably the hardest job that I do every year because of going up and down on a
surfboard for 200 pictures,” said Smith, who has also played Santa for SeaWorld San Diego
and the San Diego Zoo. “But making those kids smile is wonderful and the event itself is
always remarkably successful and fun.”

“He’s the original San Diego Santa Clause,” added Scott Andrews, the event’s marketing
director.
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Holidays at Seaport Village takes place throughout
the month of December, having kicked off last
weekend with Smith arriving at the village on
watercraft Saturday, Nov. 30, for his signature
Surfin’ Santa reveal, parade and photo-op session.
In 2013, USA Today named Smith’s arrival one of the
“10 best Santa sightings in America.”

“It’s always been a popular event,” said Smith, who

Surfin’ Santa waves at the crowds in Seaport

will also be the guest of honor at “Breakfast with Village. (Photos courtesy Seaport Village)
Surfin’ Santa” at Harbor House Restaurant Saturday,

Dec. 14. From 9 to 11 a.m., holiday guests can chow down and take pictures with Smith, get
their face painted, enjoy balloon artists and a kids show. Every Saturday in December will also
feature Smith’s band Jackstraws, also known as the “Surfing Santa Band,” who will play Beach

Boys-inspired music while fashioning Santa hats and other Christmas attire.

“The crowds are wonderful, and the support is great,” added Smith. “Seaport’s holiday
festivities have always been big and they’re getting bigger.”

This year will likely be Seaport’s largest holiday bash to date, according to Andrews. Holidays
at Seaport will be featuring more entertainment than ever before, with their “Holidays by the
Bay” partnering with Nomad Artz, to showcasing candy cane stilt walkers and pop-music
carolers Saturdays and Sundays from now until Dec. 22nd, as well as a human-sized, beach-
themed snow globe with a dancer contortionist inside, featured Dec. 8 and 15. Plus, live music
from jazz and orchestral to contemporary will be up for enjoyment everyday by the food
courts.
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“We’re really excited to bring these creative
characters together,” said Nomad Artz Costume and
Booking Manager Layla Marcus. “This is a time for
families to get together to celebrate the holidays and
San Diego culture as well. We don’t get the snow,
but we do get the sun and the waves and it gives us
an excuse to be outside and just play.”

But Holidays at Seaport Village is also adopting a

Loren Smith in a car at the event

philanthropic approach this year, joining forces

with Surfrider Foundation San Diego to display Surfrider artist works, like a Christmas tree
made entirely out of repurposed trash, to promote sustainability and bring awareness to
plastic pollution in the oceans. Seaport Village is also inviting guests to donate new toys at
“Santa’s Workshop” (located in front of the Harbor House), which will be gifted to Toys for
Tots.

“This is a way we can impact our guests in an active and positive way,” said Andrews. “The
holidays are not just about entertainment, it’s also a season for giving.”

Feeding San Diego will also have an ornament-making station near Santa’s Workshop, where
families and friends can create angels out of plastic spoons and write encouraging messages to
be put in Feeding San Diego food-filled backpacks that go out on Fridays to kids in need of
meals.

“It’s a really great opportunity for us to get the message out about the face of hunger in our
community,” said Charina Layman from Feeding San Diego. “Especially during times like this,
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when we have the threat of wildfires, people fall into need very easily being displaced from
their homes and having to make difficult choices.”

While it’s still one of his more taxing jobs, it’s these nonprofit connections and the greater-
good focus which has made Surfin’ Santa Smith’s favorite Santa role.

“There’s a unique energy that comes with this particular event,” said Smith. “This event really
means a lot to me and I'm proud of what they do. It’s a big reason why playing this Santa
character has become so special to me.”

Other Holidays at Seaport Village activities include holiday film screenings by Seaport Cinema,
photos with Santa at Santa’s Workshop, San Diego Bay Parade of Lights (Dec. 8 and 15), and a
Menorah lighting on Dec. 28. For more information on tickets and times, visit
seaportvillage.com/holidays.

— Victoria Davis is a full-time, multi-media, freelance journalist. You can follow her on
Instagram and Twitter @victoriadavisd. To contact Victoria, email at vedavisdepict@gmail.com.
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Housekeeping Personnel Service

www.CleanologySD.com

Don’t wait for spring
to do your spring cleaning!
(619) 281-2532  Ask about our new client special

Create PDF in your applications with the Pdfcrowd HTML to PDF API PDFCROWD


https://cleanologysd.com/
https://pdfcrowd.com/doc/api/?ref=pdf
https://pdfcrowd.com/?ref=pdf

St Paull Thank you, San Diego Downtown News readers, for awarding us
Manor Best Retirement Living in San Diego!

Lc# 370800555 StPaulsSeniors.org  (619) 239-2097

Create PDF in your applications with the Pdfcrowd HTML to PDF API

PDFCROWD


https://www.stpaulseniors.org/
https://pdfcrowd.com/doc/api/?ref=pdf
https://pdfcrowd.com/?ref=pdf

I.' L
AN ERREEERY

SAN DIEGO
COMMUNITY
NEWSPAPER
GROUP

Now 8 Newspapers

Create PDF in your applications with the Pdfcrowd HTML to PDF API PDFCROWD


https://sduptownnews.com/sdcng-purchases-sdcnn-newspapers/
http://www.uoosd.com/
https://instagram.com/p/B3NPQSRnU9I/
https://instagram.com/p/Bv2KBirnSc8/
https://instagram.com/p/BvkEaUpn5oD/
https://pdfcrowd.com/doc/api/?ref=pdf
https://pdfcrowd.com/?ref=pdf

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM!

Create PDF in your applications with the Pdfcrowd HTML to PDF API

Gasa de Balboa
Rooftop Water
Harvesting

Woreton Bay Fig Troe Platform

Monuments

California
Tower.
Carillon
Speaker
Upgrade

Paim Canyon

Bridge
Re-Creation

PDFCROWD


https://instagram.com/p/B3NPQSRnU9I/
https://instagram.com/p/Bv2KBirnSc8/
https://instagram.com/p/BvkEaUpn5oD/
https://instagram.com/p/BtwkAmpnnOY/
https://instagram.com/p/BthtaxQH0dm/
https://instagram.com/p/Bsn-qmWn8Rw/
https://instagram.com/p/Bsbym55HWXZ/
https://instagram.com/p/BsL7LtbH_fV/
https://instagram.com/p/BsJQYxjHFjv/
https://www.instagram.com/sd_downtownnews
https://pdfcrowd.com/doc/api/?ref=pdf
https://pdfcrowd.com/?ref=pdf

OIF[Z PURCHASE
o

GET A JOINT FORSLOO

SAN DIEGO

Jine 2019

Folowuson

The New Children’s Museum of
San Diego wins national recognition

By il Diamond the 2019 National Modal for  significant and excoptional con-
(1 Musoum and Library Sorvico ~ tributions for individuals, fami.
Tasteof Lt laly by The

only for adults, guess again.  Library Sorviccs will bo prosonted at a June 12
‘Take the New Children's  The award is considered the  cvent in Washington, DC.
A s . which _nation' highost honor given to  According o Dopu
>> FASHION FILES P 13 oo o vasia o tha  iooum Do Tomoks Ko
past 25 soars, tho accolad has
recipients. recently awarded  cekbrated institutions that make s Musam, 18

Successful graffiti artist from San Diego
to be featured at Festival of the Arts
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California BBQ & Oven Cleaning
Commercial & Residential

“The most thorough BBQ and
oven cleaning service!”

Call Today!

IR 3]  (858)210-2034

( LIOKITQ www.CalBBQ.com
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San Diego Downtown News Calendar

WED  The Great Leap
5 Old Town | San Diego, CA

MON  Nice And Deep
3 Gossip Grill | San Diego, CA

MON  Whale Watching with Birch Aquarium
3 Birch Aquarium | La Jolla, CA

MON  San Diego Whale Watching Tours
3 Flagship Cruises & Ev... | San Diego, CA

MON  San Diego Harbor Cruises
3 Hornblower Cruises & ... | San Diego, CA

MON  Growing UP Seahorse - Behind-the-Scenes...
3 Birch Aquarium | San Diego, CA
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