
I Want To Eat Your Pancreas went from a novel, to a manga, to a live-action film in
less than four years. But should fans be just as excited for the story’s anime
adaptation?
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Despite the shocking and unsettling implications of its title, I Want To Eat Your Pancreas (Kimi
no Suizō o Tabetai) is not a story of the horror or zombie persuasion. Amazingly enough, this
Japanese fiction is actually a romance drama. With the somewhat unconventional tale of “boy-
meets-girl” having been transformed from novel to manga to live action over the last four years,
its recent anime adaptation has only added to the story’s popularity.

Originally birthed as a novel by Yoru Sumino, I Want To Eat Your Pancreas follows the
relationship of two high school students–a reserved and unnamed male protagonist with no
interest in the lives of others, and a popular girl named Sakura Yamauchi, who is secretly
suffering from a pancreatic disease. After the apathetic “Me” comes across Sakura’s secret
journal, “Living With Dying,” revealing her terminal illness, he promises to keep secret her limited
time left on earth.
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Initially, Sumino serialized his drama as a web novel in 2014, not publishing the book in print
until  2015. The following year, creator Idumi Kirihara developed a manga adaptation in
Futabasha’s Monthly Action magazine which ran until 2017–the same year Shô Tsukikawa
released his live-action film version of the novel, Let Me Eat Your Pancreas.

Sumino’s light novel generated “massive popularity” after being published by Futabasha and, as
of last month, has distributed more than 2.7 million copies in print.  In addition, the live action
film was a “box office hit” and received many Japan Academy Award nominations including
Picture of the Year, Best Screenplay and Popularity Award. Now, Shin’ichirô Ushijima‘s anime
adaptation seems to be following in fan-favorite suite.

I Want to Eat Your Pancreas - Main Trailer [ENG SUB]
Watch later Share
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Having premiered in Japan this past September, the I Want To Eat Your Pancreas’ anime film sold
over 87,000 tickets its opening weekend in Japan. Tickets also sold out in minutes for the
anime’s U.S. debut last month (Oct. 21, 2018) at Los Angeles’ second annual Animation Is Film
Festival. The festival screening was hosted by Aniplex of America and attendees were even
given commemorative mini tissue boxes as they entered the TCL Chinese 6 Theatre in
Hollywood.

“I Want to Eat Your Pancreas has as much in common with A Silent Voice as it does with the live-
action Hollywood film The Fault in Our Stars,” writes Collider in their recent review of the anime
film. “At first glance it looks like another sappy melodramatic romance meant to make you cry
your eyes out. Yet first-time director Shinichiro Ushijima…has more in mind than just a downer
film about death, and instead makes a beautiful celebration of life with some interesting ideas
about fate.”
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Although some reviews expressed the anime fell short of its live-action predecessor when it
came to character’s emotional expressions, critics also note that the adaptation came through
where it counted, the best animation being reserved for the novel’s most well-written scenes.

“This film is at its best when exploring
the unspoken tension between the two
leads and their ‘relationship without a
name,'” writes Anime News Network.

“Although the film mostly follows the
bittersweet love story template, there
are some messy emotions on display
that defy
straightforward interpretation, but will
easily ring true to anyone who has
struggled with human relationships…I
think that [I Want To Eat Your
Pancreas] is more a story about learning how to make friends.”

It was this concept that went into Sumino choosing the story’s unique title. The author borrowed
from a Japanese proverb, “Drink the dirt of the nails,” meaning to take a lesson from a wise
person. Despite her impending death, Sakura is the “wise person” who teaches “Me” how to truly
live, offering him the dirt of her nails, or the Pancreas of her body.
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READ: Netflix releases newest original anime Last Hope, first impressions

Mahiro Takasugi voices the unnamed protagonist, “Me”, and Lynn voices for the character of
Sakura, both voice actors shining their brightest colors in the more tearful moments of the film.
In addition to the theme song “Shunkashūtō” (The Four Seasons), Sumika is performing the
opening theme song “Fanfare.”

Since this is the fourth time the story has been introduced to audiences, it’s impressive the film
still holds emotional and philosophical (and some uncomfortably humorous) weight with viewers.
While Sumino, after watching an advanced screening of the anime, felt the film was
“unsatisfying,” he still expressed an admiration for the story he created.

“Still, Sakura and Kyouko [“Me”] are extremely cute, and I saw how the lead pushes forward,”
said Sumino in a tweet. “From my heart, I’m proud that I wrote this story. Also, Sumika’s song is
just too good. I’ll leave the rest to those who watch it.”
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With a reportedly tight script and round characters, the overall verdict was the film is well worth
a watch for both long-time Pancreas fans and especially recommended for those who have
never been introduced to the story. Unfortunately, Aniplex and Studio VOLN have yet to set a
North America release date outside of last month’s L.A. film fest.

However, the official website for the film revealed Sumino has written a new novel, titled Chichi
to Tsuioku no Dareka ni (To My Father and to Someone in My Memories), a sequel set after the
events of I Want To Eat Your Pancreas. Sumino’s novel, licensed by Seven Seas Entertainment, is
slated for release November 20 and the manga’s first volume will release January 2019.

Update Nov. 17: Voice actress Erica Mendez is in the early stages of writing and directing the
English dubbed version for Studio VOLN’s anime, which will be released Feb 10, 2019.

Aniplex USA also recently announced I Want To Eat Your Pancreas will be released in U.S.
theaters Feb. 7, 2019 with English subtitles.
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NEXT: Flavors of Youth: Unfairly judged in the shadow of Shinkai

What anime films or shows are you most excited for the release of this year? Post your
thoughts in the comments below.
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It’s time to see if Ryan Reynolds is ready to voice an iconic character as the first
trailer for Pokemon: Detective Pikachu has dropped.

If you were a kid in the 90s, you knew who Pikachu was. Even if you didn’t play the Pokemon
games, didn’t watch the movies, or read the manga, you were aware what that yellow mouse
was called.

The Pokemon franchise has been in existence for almost two decades at this point, with 21
animated films having been released in that time. Today, Warner Brothers and Nintendo gave us
a sneak peek at the first live-action Pokemon movie: Detective Pikachu.

Justice Smith plays Tim Goodman, a young man in the futuristic Ryme City, a place where
humans and Pokemon live together in harmony. Ryme City is not one of the staple locations from
the original Kanto region, implying that this film will take place in an entirely new, separate
universe from the existing video game series.

Goodman is a former aspiring Pokemon trainer, who follows his missing father’s footsteps into
the police force. One night, he finds a “wild” Pikachu has gotten into his apartment. Most
surprisingly, Tim realizes that he can understand this Pikachu as if it was speaking English.

Voiced by Ryan Reynolds, this Pikachu
is smarmy and sharp-witted when he
speaks, rather than the gentile, docile
voice we always imagined Ash
Ketchum’s Pikachu having. Instead of
becoming partners in the traditional
trainer/Pokemon sense, Tim and
Pikachu become investigative partners,
as they set out to solve the mystery of
Mr. Goodman’s disappearance.

The full synopsis for the movie reads
as follows:
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The story begins when ace private eye Harry Goodman goes mysteriously missing,
prompting his 21-year-old son Tim to find out what happened. Aiding in the investigation
is Harry’s former Pokémon partner, Detective Pikachu: a hilariously wise-cracking,
adorable super-sleuth who is a puzzlement even to himself. Finding that they are uniquely
equipped to communicate with one another, Tim and Pikachu join forces on a thrilling
adventure to unravel the tangled mystery. Chasing clues together through the neon-lit
streets of Ryme City—a sprawling, modern metropolis where humans and Pokémon live
side by side in a hyper-realistic live-action world—they encounter a diverse cast of
Pokémon characters and uncover a shocking plot that could destroy this peaceful co-
existence and threaten the whole Pokémon universe.

The trailer is bright, colorful, and upbeat as it shows the world of Pokemon within our own
society. We have a Jigglypuff at an open mic, Bulbasaurs trotting through the wilderness, and
even a Charizard in a Pokemon battle. It’s also filled with great comedy – expected from a Ryan
Reynolds movie – as Pikachu interrogates an uncooperative Mr. Mime.

This movie appears to be billed as a hybrid of crime-thriller and comedy but already looks like a
wonderful way to breathe new life into an extremely popular franchise. Rather than focusing on
the journey to the Elite Four, “Detective Pikachu” instead focuses on the bond between man and
Pokemon and what a real-life world of Pokemon could look like.

Watch the trailer for Detective Pikachu, below: 

Fubo TV
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Although many might be disappointed that the movie appears to only focus on the original 150
Pokemon, it’s likely for the best to give more screen time to the most recognizable faces.
Hopefully, the success of this movie will inspire future titles in the same vein and keep Ryan
Reynolds voicing Pokemon for decades to come.

NEXT: Pokemon Go may be headed to the big screen

Pokemon: Detective Pikachu will be in theaters on May 10, 2019.
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