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Kevin Kolde Talks ‘Castlevania’s Unapologetic Violence and Season 3
Finale

By Victoria Davis | Thursday, May 28, 2020 at 5:31pm

In 2D, Anime, Business, CG, Digital Media, People, Television | ANIMATIONWorld | Geographic Region: All

For the executive producer of Netflix’s hit animated medieval fantasy, great characters are
key, but the show’s brutal vampire world wouldn’t be the same without the gore.

Netflix's dark medieval fantasy, 'Castlevania,'

Where there are vampires, there is blood, and Netflix’s Castlevania has both in abundance. The
animated medieval fantasy series, based on Konami’s 1986 Japanese video game of the same
name, doesn’t hold back when it comes to graphic violence, dark humor, and disturbing
storylines. From winged underworld creatures tearing apart human torsos, to eyeballs being
whipped out of eye sockets, to humans being burned alive and or used as livestock for vampire
diets, it ’s writer Warren Ellis’ dark world, and we’re all just living in it. The hit show has been
renewed by Netflix for a fourth season, though it may take some time to reach fans; Season 3
premiered almost 18 months after Season 2’s debut.

Another of the key creators behind Castlevania’s guts and gore is the show’s executive producer,
Kevin Kolde, whose production company, Project 51, acquired the animation rights to Castlevania
back in the early 2000s. Kolde, also a producer on Adventure Time and Bravest Warriors, says the
show’s content is “even more mature and brutal” than in the original video game. “In the early
episodes, we have scenes where people are just getting torn to pieces by these monsters and
there’s even a child on the ground with their guts spilling out. There’s also a scene later on where
a monster is carrying a baby in its jaws. In animation shows like Adventure Time, you absolutely
cannot do that.”
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Executive producer Kevin Kolde.

Castlevania’s violence is unapologetic, as the story follows a young man named Trevor Belmont
(Richard Armitage), born and raised to slay vampires and underworld creatures, as he joins
forces with a magical Speaker named Sypha (Alejandra Reynoso) and a half-breed vampire called
Alucard (James Callis) to defeat Dracula, who has released hordes of evil creatures upon earth to
avenge his human wife’s murder. Not surprisingly, there are scenes that may shock viewers,
especially as large hordes of demons slash human beings like a shredder ripping through paper.

Castlevania Season 3 | O�cial Trailer | Net�ixCastlevania Season 3 | O�cial Trailer | Net�ix
Watch laterWatch later ShareShare

But, Kolde believes that unnerving, highly detailed, animated violence is what makes the show so
different and successful. “With Castlevania, that gore can make the story more real,” he explains.
“You don’t want it to be gratuitous, but it ’s a brutal world we’re trying to show with realistic
people and their children and how they’re impacted by these events. Things like that absolutely
needed to be in there.”

After spending almost a decade producing more mainstream and humorous shows like Bee and
PuppyCat, Kolde acknowledges that Castlevania is a show that’s more to his taste. “It ’s the
themes, the action, the characters, the monsters, all of it,” he notes. “I’m just as interested in the
heroes as I am the villains and that credit goes to Warren, who does a really great job not only
setting the overall themes and stories but also illustrating these settings and characters. It ’s
these characters that I think are a big reason people are responding to the show.”  

Kolde and Ellis have been working together on Castlevania since long before Bravest Warriors
premiered in 2012. Kolde says they originally planned to develop the property as a direct to
video animated film trilogy. But, he says, as direct to video became a “dying breed” in the
market place, they had to put the project on hold until years later, when they got their chance to
pitch the show as a miniseries to streaming titan Netflix. “They went for it pretty quickly, but I

think it was still a difficult decision for them because they were
dealing with a lot of animation that was more kid-focused and
this was very much adult animation. But we were lucky enough
to work with people like Larry Tanz and Sam and Adam Deats at
Frederator Studios, who decided this show was still worth
doing.” 

While Kolde classifies Castlevania as adult animation, with
character art inspired by artist Ayami Kojima’s intricate
Castlevania game covers from the 80s, and background scenes
that “look like paintings,” he says the animation and production
team “never treated the show like an animation.” “It ’s a strange
thing to say, but it ’s one of the reasons we didn’t hold back in
the show with violence or content,” he adds. “We never said,
‘Oh, we can’t do this because it ’s animation.’ We treated it more
like an action show and there’s so many dark themes and
visuals in an action show, so why wouldn’t we do the same with
Castlevania? That’s what gives this show its popularity. There

were very few moments where we said, ‘No we can’t do this, it ’s too much.’”
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That action show mindset is highly evident in the series’ Season 3 finale, one of the most
successful and, according to Kolde, most challenging installments of the show. The final two
episodes of the season not only tackle human slavery, child abuse, and sexual manipulation, but
they’re also packed with some of the most intense and highly detailed animated action scenes of
the entire series, all taking place at once.

“When we got the script for episode nine, which had a lot of explosive action and delved into
sensitive topics we hadn’t seen in the series before, we knew right away that it was going to be a
challenge,” Kolde says. “There was a lot of back and forth figuring out how to edit back and forth
between four different storylines that were going on simultaneously. It was a lot of trial and
error to get that right.” 

“In that episode, you can see how our whole team came together,” he continues. “When all the
winged creatures fly out of the priory, that wasn’t in the script; that was a decision made by Sam
and Adam and it looked great. The same is true with the giant ball of floating humans you see
Isaac fighting off; that was not in the script. That was another Sam and Adam contribution to
Warren’s vision. It was a weird situation, but I think our animators and storyboarders really loved
that challenge.”

While Season 3’s final episodes might have been some of the most exciting of the series, Kolde
favors episodes with heavy emotional value. “The scene with Alucard in Dracula’s castle,
mourning the loss of his mother, killing his father, and the dialogue between Dracula and his
son, it ’s one of my favorite scenes in the whole series,” he shares. “I love the action, but I also
really enjoy those more quiet, emotional moments. Without those scenes enhancing the
believability of the characters, the action scenes wouldn’t carry the same impact that they do.”

Though Kolde jokingly says he can’t reveal too much about Castlevania’s upcoming Season 4
“without being killed,” he does say there will be a deep dive into character development and
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those emotional moments he loves so much. With the three main characters of the show -
Trevor, Sypha and Alucard - all being left with broken spirits and a harsh distaste for human
nature, the new season will be a turning point for these heroes, and maybe not for the better.

“At this point, the show is the characters,” Kolde says. “We want to know what’s going to happen
with Alucard, what’s going to happen with Trevor and Sypha, and what’s going to happen with
Hector and Lenor and Carmilla and Isaac and Striga. All their stories are in motion without a
conclusion. We have the challenge of bringing together all the things we set in motion at the end
of Season 3 and also wondering how we’re going to top this last finale in Season 4. We’re pretty
sure people are going to be happy with the new season.”

Skydance and Paramount Announce
‘Spellbound’ and ‘Luck’ Release Dates

Top Executives Resign as Ubisoft Rocked by
Allegations of Sexual Misconduct

From Viruses to Parasites: How the CDC
Visualizes Invisible Public Health Threats

ANNECY INTERNATIONAL ANIMATION FESTIVAL
ONLINE 15 – 30 June 2020 Annecy, France: Life on
the Couch – Again

Parody in the Age of BLM: Carl Jones and Brian
Ash Talk ‘Sugar and Toys’ Season 2

Trailer for Crunchyroll Original ‘Onyx Equinox’
Released

1 comment · 4 days ago

1 comment · 5 days ago

1 comment · 6 days ago

2 comments · 1 week ago

1 comment · 1 week ago

1 comment · 2 weeks ago

https://www.awn.com/sites/default/files/styles/original/public/image/attached/1051833-csv3301masterv0101104900still022-1280.jpg?itok=5Km2mmSj
https://www.awn.com/sites/default/files/styles/original/public/image/attached/1051833-csv3302storyboardsmasterv0101070408still012-1280.jpg?itok=CUzjk9xq
https://www.awn.com/news/skydance-and-paramount-announce-spellbound-and-luck-release-dates
https://www.awn.com/news/top-executives-resign-ubisoft-rocked-allegations-sexual-misconduct
https://www.awn.com/animationworld/viruses-parasites-how-cdc-visualizes-invisible-public-health-threats
https://www.awn.com/blog/annecy-international-animation-festival-online-15-30-june-2020-annecy-france-life-couch-again
https://www.awn.com/animationworld/parody-age-blm-carl-jones-and-brian-ash-talk-sugar-and-toys-season-2
https://www.awn.com/news/trailer-crunchyroll-original-onyx-equinox-released


 Tags  Netflix Frederator Studios Frederator Networks WOW Unlimited Media SVOD VOD

streaming entertainment Streaming Media streaming platgforms OTT TV

Victoria Davis is a full-time, freelance journalist and part-time Otaku with an affinity for all things anime.
She's reported on numerous stories from activist news to entertainment. Find more about her work at
victoriadavisdepiction.com.

https://www.awn.com/users/victoria-davis
https://www.awn.com/tag/netflix
https://www.awn.com/tag/frederator-studios
https://www.awn.com/tag/frederator-networks
https://www.awn.com/tag/wow-unlimited-media-0
https://www.awn.com/tag/svod
https://www.awn.com/tag/vod
https://www.awn.com/tag/streaming-entertainment
https://www.awn.com/tag/streaming-media
https://www.awn.com/tag/streaming-platgforms
https://www.awn.com/tag/ott
https://www.awn.com/tag/tv
https://www.awn.com/sites/default/files/styles/original/public/image/attached/1051833-csv3302storyboardsmasterv0101151708still017-1280.jpg?itok=XeuxqxkD
https://www.awn.com/sites/default/files/styles/original/public/image/attached/1051833-csv3308masterv0101205920still046-1280.jpg?itok=b8zDJe6M
https://www.awn.com/sites/default/files/styles/original/public/image/attached/1051833-csv3310masterv01xml01252205still058-1280.jpg?itok=WF9Fpdum


Kevin Kolde Castlevania Television Anime 2D 2D animation Animated TV Series

TV series animation TV Animation TV series Warren Ellis Sam Deats Adam Deats

Powerhouse Animation Adi Shankar Fred Seibert Larry Tanz Project 51 Konami

video games Games

Next Post

 Phoebe Ryan’s Erotic Cartoon Fantasies Come to
Life in ‘Reality’ Music Video

Previous Post

How Proof’s Fully Animated Previs Helped Save
the ‘The Blacklist’ Season Finale



 More From ANIMATIONWorld:

 Related Content 

Netflix Orders Third Season of ‘Castlevania’

VIZ Media Announces Acquisition of ‘Castlevania’

Saw Creator to Write/Direct Castlevania

Rogue Captures Castlevania

Dimension Enters Castlevania

Resident Evil Helmer Travels to Castlevania

Free Download: Special
Annecy 2018 Edition of
ANIMATIONWorld
Magazine!

The Burden of Other
People’s Thoughts: Don
Hertzfeldt Talks ‘World
of Tomorrow Episode
Two’

A Candid Talk with
Scratch Film Master
Steven Woloshen

Marcy Page Leaves Her
Mark on the NFB

Hayao Miyazaki – The
Interview

Chris Landreth Talks
'Subconscious
Password'

Elsewhere on AWN

Animation World Network

Contact Us | About Us | Terms Of Service | Privacy Policy | Media Kit

More Animation World Network Sites

AWNtv.com: AWN Television | Videos | Channels | Categories | Playlists | Submit Your Films

AIDB.com: Animation Industry Database | Production Companies | VFX Houses | Schools

© 2017 AWN, Inc. AWN.com - Part of the Animation World Network - 13300 Victory Blvd. Suite 365 Van Nuys, CA 91401

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstNaVFLWQZSNXW8sSOZra7nWzWXQSYvhSbmxxb9asqGTlGYuGx2IKMYtWUyNOBVMm0cmhZluUCGhqei_ryj5w-T4NgRd5oQOYFh-3SBWAWFbHuG_jR8dLrUor42hg4xFdeeN151gBJnmfYgTGFcsICHz-LHvHSXeRHvhDo5CzkBstCiN3wc-Mlk4-RnCgjGSLSQ-mSkOc97K7XeVRkU-FwnXA9yMXXZXL3I62hGSj-r4ynSbi9pXp7H6rqv&sai=AMfl-YQIuP5JJzDjRSjsXmDyJXFVq02TochcYJUSS7DrRG7l-u4rGGNKiuPrCOVeHM2Fmx_mespSrVguZc1h-eycEyuhMJAWgKDhG3iqYE_m9e6f24nEqg9-KJB6924FNCO6&sig=Cg0ArKJSzMMYCoXBCmfZ&adurl=https://bit.ly/3b4I2Fc&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y
https://www.awn.com/tag/kevin-kolde
https://www.awn.com/tag/castlevania
https://www.awn.com/tag/television
https://www.awn.com/tag/anime
https://www.awn.com/tag/2d
https://www.awn.com/tag/2d-animation
https://www.awn.com/tag/animated-tv-series
https://www.awn.com/tag/tv-series-animation
https://www.awn.com/tag/tv-animation
https://www.awn.com/tag/tv-series
https://www.awn.com/tag/warren-ellis
https://www.awn.com/tag/sam-deats
https://www.awn.com/tag/adam-deats
https://www.awn.com/tag/powerhouse-animation
https://www.awn.com/tag/adi-shankar
https://www.awn.com/tag/fred-seibert
https://www.awn.com/tag/larry-tanz
https://www.awn.com/tag/project-51
https://www.awn.com/tag/konami
https://www.awn.com/tag/video-games
https://www.awn.com/tag/games
https://www.awn.com/animationworld/phoebe-ryans-erotic-cartoon-fantasies-come-life-reality-music-video
https://www.awn.com/animationworld/how-proofs-fully-animated-previs-helped-save-blacklist-season-finale
https://www.awn.com/news/netflix-orders-third-season-castlevania
https://www.awn.com/news/viz-media-announces-acquisition-castlevania
https://www.awn.com/news/saw-creator-writedirect-castlevania
https://www.awn.com/news/rogue-captures-castlevania
https://www.awn.com/news/dimension-enters-castlevania
https://www.awn.com/news/resident-evil-helmer-travels-castlevania
https://www.awn.com/news/free-download-special-annecy-2018-edition-animationworld-magazine
https://www.awn.com/news/free-download-special-annecy-2018-edition-animationworld-magazine
https://www.awn.com/animationworld/burden-other-peoples-thoughts-don-hertzfeldt-talks-world-tomorrow-episode-two
https://www.awn.com/animationworld/burden-other-peoples-thoughts-don-hertzfeldt-talks-world-tomorrow-episode-two
https://www.awn.com/animationworld/candid-talk-scratch-film-master-steven-woloshen
https://www.awn.com/animationworld/candid-talk-scratch-film-master-steven-woloshen
https://www.awn.com/animationworld/marcy-page-leaves-her-mark-nfb
https://www.awn.com/animationworld/marcy-page-leaves-her-mark-nfb
https://www.awn.com/animationworld/the-hayao-miyazaki-interview
https://www.awn.com/animationworld/the-hayao-miyazaki-interview
https://www.awn.com/animationworld/chris-landreth-talks-subconscious-password
https://www.awn.com/animationworld/chris-landreth-talks-subconscious-password
http://www.awn.com/contact
http://www.awn.com/about
http://www.awn.com/tos
http://www.awn.com/privacy
http://www.awn.com/mediakit
http://www.awntv.com/
http://www.awntv.com/videos
http://www.awntv.com/channels
http://www.awntv.com/categories
http://www.awntv.com/playlists
http://www.awntv.com/submit
http://www.aidb.com/
http://www.aidb.com/?ltype=list&cat=btype&btype=003
http://www.aidb.com/?ltype=list&cat=btype&btype=006
http://schools.awn.com/


http://www.awn.com/

