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Where the coyotes roam

BY VICTORIA DAVIS

NOVEMBER 1, 2018
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Homeless in a pandemic
“With schools being closed it’s difficult for families

who are working, especially being homeless,”

says Melissa Sorensen, executive director of

social services for the Salvation Army. “It’s really

making it hard for folks to have a place to go."

Open for takeout!
This is an ongoing list of area restaurants

continuing to serve food and drink via takeout,

delivery, and curbside pickup – and various

special procedures. We will continue to update

the list.
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Gentle hints of rain tap on yellow-leafed trees as a cardinal’s chorus echos through the forest
like surround sound at the Lakeshore Nature Preserve.

Crisis mode
Prepare for the long haul. Madison and Dane

County say extreme measures have been taken to

limit the spread of the coronavirus. After the

immediate crisis, local governments will reckon

with the financial consequences.

Who’s got the right?
Have you heard of Marsy’s Law? Voters will

decide April 7 whether “additional rights” for

crime victims should be added to the Wisconsin

constitution.

Gutted
So much has happened since March 11. And it

changes every day.

VICTORIA DAVIS

UW-Madison students (left to right) Caleigh McCauley and Alex Daniels upload photos from

a camera trap to laptop, while professor Omar Ohrens looks on.
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“This sound … I could fall asleep to it,” says freshman Destiny Medina, wet gravel crunching
under her feet as she follows classmate Zach Ausavich through the preserve’s southwestern
trails. “It’s just so peaceful.”

Medina, Ausavich and the rest of the “Wolves, Dogs and People” ecology class, taught by visiting
professor Omar Ohrens, have been setting up camera traps throughout the 300-acre preserve
while conducting surveys with Lakeshore’s visitors every Tuesday. Their goal is to not only gain
understanding of the wildlife activity on the preserve, but also research how dogs off- leash
affect the behaviors, habits and environment of wild canines; in this case, the coyotes that live
on Lakeshore.

“It’s very different in that there’s no lecture,” says Ohrens, who took the class himself during his
first year as a graduate student and who studied pumas in Chile using similar methods. “It’s
practical application and it encourages students to go beyond just receiving information.”

Bringing up the rear of his ecology student pack, Ohrens explains that his job is to merely
facilitate and be on-site, should the students need guidance. The survey questions, camera trap
locations and data collecting are all managed by the class. After arriving at the preserve’s
entrance, the students look over the survey questions and Lakeshore’s map, then split off into
research groups of four.

“He really lets us take charge of all the specifics and just believes that everything is going to
work out,” says Ausavich, holding his pencil and survey pad in one hand while pushing back tree
branches with the other. “I know it looks really messy and it seems like no one can decide who’s
going where...”

“But guess what, we figured it out,” Medina chimes in. “And we’re learning.”

The class is collecting valuable data from now into November, recording why many Lakeshore
visitors choose to leave their dogs off-leash and how it’s affecting wildlife.
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“Everyone we surveyed thinks this place is just a park,” says student Briana Bateman. “No one
knows that it’s a research facility and most people we’re talking to don’t even know coyotes live
here.”

The preserve functions as an outdoor laboratory for the university, hosting between 75 and 80
active research permits at any given time. Some research studies include setting up bait piles on
the preserve, the smell attracting both dogs and coyotes.

“Dogs are pretty notorious for getting into things they shouldn’t,” says Adam Gundlach, field
and projects coordinator for Lakeshore.

“We want people to keep their dogs on a leash so they don’t wander off and interfere with
research,” adds Bryn Scriver, Lakeshore’s volunteer and outreach coordinator. “But our concern
is more for the safety of the dog.”

Not only is snacking on dead deer carcasses a major health risk for adventurous and leashless
dogs, it also puts them in conflict with wild canines. While coyotes are generally skittish around
people, they’re less tolerant of dogs who eat their food.

One of Medina and Ausavich’s survey participants, Max, lives on the southern circle trail of
Eagle Heights Woods. He attests to the territorial nature of coyotes.

“Six years ago, when we moved here, the people down the street just left their dog out for a
couple hours out back and it got eaten by a coyote,” Max says. “Around that time there were two
packs that were competing for space here and one ended up being relocated because they were
getting too aggressive.”

Despite the “Dogs Must Be On Leash” signs posted at each trail’s entrance, most visitors today
keep leashes in their pockets, meandering well behind their pup. Scriver says that she’s even had
dog owners complain about coyotes staring at their dogs.
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“The preserve directors said that if things keep progressing this way, it won’t be a matter of
whether or not your dog can be off the leash,” says Bateman. “It will be about whether or not
people can even bring their dogs to the preserve. My hope is that our class can keep that from
happening by educating the public about the preserve and what it actually is.”

Class camera traps in the preserve: 10

Animals caught on camera: Turkeys, racoons, rabbits, cardinals, robins, squirrels, possums

Coyotes captured on camera since 2015: 4 (always at night)

Animal turfs: Foxes stay on east side of preserve; coyotes on the west

People captured on camera: “We’ll find pictures of people who, once they find out the thing
attached to the tree is a camera, will start to make weird faces at it,” says Ohrens. “I also have
hundreds of pictures of these two people sword fighting and they just never knew about the
camera.”

Survey participant response to coyotes: “I’m not really afraid of them, I just want to go up
and pet one.”
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RELATED

Working-class heroes
An AmeriCorps NCCC team is stationed in the Madison area for eight weeks, removing

invasive species, restoring trails, and planting pollinator gardens.

JUN 13, 2019

Cold-blooded murder
A disease is killing off Wisconsin’s snakes, alarming scientists who say they are an

essential part of the fabric of Wisconsin ecosystems, controlling pests and keeping human

diseases like Lyme in check.

SEP 5, 2019

Mind-blowing journey through the mycosphere
With an expert time-lapse cinematographer and a movie star narrator, “Fantastic Fungi”

takes the audience on a ride through the mycosphere, exploring the various ways in which

mushrooms might save the world.

FEB 17, 2020

AMY STOCKLEIN

WISCONSIN DNR

Create PDF in your applications with the Pdfcrowd HTML to PDF API PDFCROWD

https://isthmus.com/news/snapshot/americorps-team-removes-invasive-species-in-madison/
https://isthmus.com/news/news/fungal-infection-is-affecting-wisconsins-snakes/
https://isthmus.com/screens/movies/fantastic-fungi-is-a-closeup-look-at-the-remarkable-world-of-mushrooms/
https://isthmus.com/news/snapshot/americorps-team-removes-invasive-species-in-madison/
https://isthmus.com/news/news/fungal-infection-is-affecting-wisconsins-snakes/
https://isthmus.com/screens/movies/fantastic-fungi-is-a-closeup-look-at-the-remarkable-world-of-mushrooms/
https://pdfcrowd.com/doc/api/?ref=pdf
https://pdfcrowd.com/?ref=pdf


 NEWS  OPINION  FOOD & DRINK  A & E  MUSIC  SCREENS  EVENTS

Isthmus is © 2020 Red Card Media | All rights reserved | Madison, WI | USA | CONTACT | CLASSIFIEDS | PRIVACY POLICY

Built with Metro Publisher™

News
Cover Stories
Snapshot
Madweek

Opinion
Citizen Dave
Savage Love
Cartoons
Feedback

Reviews
Beer
Food for Thought
Food News
Isthmus Dining
Behind the Brews
Car to Table
Restaurant Directory

Visual Arts
Books
Comedy
Emphasis
Stage

Music Calendar
Isthmus Live Sessions
Vinyl Cave
Picks Playlists

Movies
TV & Video
Games

Calendar
Isthmus Picks
Isthmus Events
Photo Galleries

Create PDF in your applications with the Pdfcrowd HTML to PDF API PDFCROWD

https://www.facebook.com/IsthmusMadison
http://www.twitter.com/isthmus
https://www.youtube.com/user/IsthmusMadison
https://soundcloud.com/isthmusmadison
http://www.instagram.com/isthmusmadison
http://isthmus.com/api/rss/content.rss
https://isthmus.com/news
https://isthmus.com/opinion
https://isthmus.com/food-drink
https://isthmus.com/arts
https://isthmus.com/music
https://isthmus.com/screens
https://isthmus.com/all-events
https://isthmus.com/contact
https://isthmus.com/classifieds
https://isthmus.com/privacy-policy
https://www.metropublisher.com/
https://isthmus.com/news/news
https://www.isthmus.com/topics/isthmus-cover-story/
https://isthmus.com/news/snapshot
https://isthmus.com/news/madweek
https://isthmus.com/opinion/opinion
https://isthmus.com/opinion/citizen-dave
https://isthmus.com/opinion/savage-love
https://isthmus.com/opinion/cartoons
https://isthmus.com/opinion/feedback
https://isthmus.com/food-drink/reviews
https://isthmus.com/food-drink/beer
https://isthmus.com/food-drink/food-for-thought
https://isthmus.com/topics/food-news/
https://isthmus.com/food-drink/dining
https://isthmus.com/food-drink/behind-the-brews
https://isthmus.com/food-drink/car-to-table
https://www.isthmus.com/search/location/local-dining/#ord=alpha&category=0
https://www.isthmus.com/topics/visual-art
https://isthmus.com/arts/books
https://isthmus.com/arts/comedy
https://isthmus.com/arts/emphasis
https://isthmus.com/arts/stage
https://isthmus.com/search/event/music-calendar
https://isthmus.com/music/isthmus-live-sessions
https://isthmus.com/music/vinyl-cave
https://isthmus.com/music/picks-playlists
https://isthmus.com/screens/movies
https://isthmus.com/screens/tv-video
https://isthmus.com/screens/games
https://isthmus.com/search/event/calendar-of-events/
https://isthmus.com/search/event/isthmus-picks
https://isthmus.com/all-events/isthmus-events
https://isthmus.com/all-events/photos
https://pdfcrowd.com/doc/api/?ref=pdf
https://pdfcrowd.com/?ref=pdf

